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Foreword

Liz Jolly, Chief Librarian
Covid-related research projects that will capture
and explore key moments in our social and cultural
histories, and stories of innovation and adaptation
in research practice. It really demonstrates the
fortitude of our staff, students and fellows,
delivering such great research in such challenging
circumstances. I am also grateful for Professor
Christopher Smith’s inspiring reflections on our
AHRC funded collaborative doctoral programme in
this context within the report.

It will come as no surprise that the impacts of a
global pandemic on our research activities are a
major theme of this, our fourth, annual Research
Report. Regular readers will know that our reports
reflect the breadth of research undertaken by our
staff, students, fellows and collaborators during the
previous academic year, in this case October 2019
to September 2020.
This was a year of momentous change for many
of us. The effects of national lockdowns, travel
restrictions and the ability to access and research
our physical collections, or collaborate safely in
person, presented a great challenge. But it was
also an opportunity to rethink how we do research
effectively together when apart. And the range
of successful projects, international collaborations
and fellowships celebrated within these pages are
testament to this.
Circumstances also highlighted the need to balance
personal wellbeing with the shared purpose of
continuing to deliver research excellence. And
what fantastic examples we have of this through
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In parallel, 2020 saw anti-racism social and
political movements such as Black Lives Matter
grow to global prominence, brought into focus
by the murder of George Floyd in May 2020.
The establishment of a Library-wide anti-racism
programme of change has begun to compile an
action plan informed by the experiences and
perspectives from staff across both our sites.
Recommendations from this report are expected
next year and will be implemented over a threeyear period influencing all we do, including how
and why we undertake research.
Finally, we were delighted this year to contribute
to laying the foundations for Towards a National
Collection, a five-year programme of research
funded by AHRC–UKRI that will begin to break
down barriers between UK cultural heritage
collections, using digital technologies. Our
foundation projects see us working with research
partners, technologists and audiences, to harness
digital approaches so we can open up new
possibilities for research and public engagement.
I hope you enjoy reading this Research Report and
the positive outlook it provides during a particularly
challenging year.
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Research projects overview
Total number of
live projects

MAIN FUNDERS

MAIN FUNDERS

67

26

The remainder were funded
by a wide range of UK
and international funders,
including the Economic and
Social Research Council
(ESRC), the British Academy,
the Paul Mellon Centre and
the Arcadia Charitable Trust.

projects funded by the Arts
and Humanities Research Council
(AHRC)

9

by various European Union
(EU) funding streams

4

by the British Academy

3

by the Economic and Social
Research Council (ESRC)

2

by the Arcadia Charitable Trust

1

by the Department for
Business, Energy and Industrial
Strategy (BEIS)

9

Total value of these grants

£74.1
million
c.

Value of the eight grants led
by the British Library

£1.4
million
c.

Locations of partners on live projects in 2019–20
London		Birkbeck, University of London; British Museum;
City, University of London; University College
London (5); Goldsmiths, University of London;
King’s College London (2); National Gallery;
Queen Mary University of London (2);
University of Roehampton, London; SOAS
University of London (2)
Rest of UK		Coventry University; University of Durham (2);
University of Exeter (2); University of Glasgow;
University of Kent (2); University of Lancaster;
University of Leeds (2); University of Lincoln;
University of Loughborough; University of
Manchester; University of Newcastle; University
of Nottingham; University of Oxford (4);
Queen’s University Belfast (2); Science and
Technology Facilities Council, UKRI; University
of Surrey; University of Sussex (2); University of
Southampton; University of St Andrews
Republic
of Ireland

	Dublin City University; Maynooth University

Germany 		Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität, Munich;
Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz Universität Hannover;
Goethe-Universität Frankfurt am Main; Johannes
Gutenberg-Universität Mainz
France 		Centre national de la recherche scientifique
(CNRS), Paris; L’Ecole française d’Extrême-Orient
(EFEO), Paris

as Lead Research Organisation (LRO)
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as Co-Investigator (Co-I)

49

Belgium		Koninklijke Bibliotheek van België (KBR), Brussels
Italy		Università degli Studi di Napoli “L’Orientale”
Spain 		Universitat Pompeu Fabra, Barcelona

as Project Partner (PP)
Europe		Europeana
Australia 		University of New South Wales, Sydney
USA		Virginia Commonwealth University;
University of Virginia

CASE STUDY

“

Our Contemporary British Publications
team hosted two PhD placements
exploring UK artists’ books this year.
Lucy Carolan and Peter Hebden
(pictured), both from Newcastle
University and supported by the
Northern Bridge Doctoral Training
Partnership, contributed blog posts,
collection show and tells and supported
the ‘Artists’ Books Now’ series of
events. The placements enhanced our
understanding of the diverse range of
artists’ books within our collection and
helped us identify more opportunities
for future collaborations, events
and exhibitions.
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Supporting early career research
A challenging year
For many postgraduates, the Covid-19 pandemic
overshadowed the second half of the year, bringing
particular challenges for projects focussed on
physical collections and embedded in curatorial
practice. We supported our postgraduate cohort
with site access where safe to do so, enhanced
access to our IT network and helped with the costs
of research materials and one-to-one advice on
extension requests or health and wellbeing.
We recognise the severe impact the pandemic has
had on collaborative research and how challenging
this has been for early-career researchers. We
continue to work with external partners to help
alleviate the expected impact of the pandemic in
years to come, not only with postgraduate research
itself but also in the wider context of skills and
career development opportunities.
We supported 36 doctoral research projects
This included, as part of our increasing portfolio
of ESRC collaborative PhDs, two new studentships
funded through the ESRC LISS Doctoral Training
Partnership. One of these is investigating the
mapping of knowledge with data science, the
other is analysing continuity and change in
spoken British English.
Our work with the AHRC Collaborative Doctoral
Partnership scheme continued
We welcomed a further cohort of Collaborative
Doctoral Partnership (CDP) students under
the second round of the scheme (CDP2) and
successfully secured our ongoing participation
for the new phase (CDP3, covering 2020-2026),
to continue to support the next generation of
research talent. This partnership allows us to
build on our extensive experience supporting
original postgraduate research in the arts and
humanities, inspired by the uniquely rich resource
we care for. Students benefit from the research
experience and pastoral support that collaborative
supervision with university partners brings, while
working on projects embedded in the Library’s core
activities and our overarching goal to stimulate,
support and widen engagement with intellectual
heritage. The third phase of the AHRC CDP
scheme has a renewed emphasis on ring-fencing

opportunities that enable students to expand
their skills portfolio and explore a range of career
options, which chimes with our own commitment
to postgraduate and early-career development.
We hosted 21 PhD placements
This year, we offered 19 placements under our
annual scheme and two through the EU Marie Curie
Innovative Training Network (ITN). PhD placement
projects here complement academic training with
practice-based research experience and increase
familiarity with non-academic career paths. Our
placement students came from universities across
the UK with several funded through Doctoral
Training Partnerships, strengthening and extending
our partnerships in this area.
Through their placement projects, students engaged
with a range of research topics, from concepts of
memory and art in contemporary artists’ books
(see opposite page) to the legacy of the Olympics
in web archives, and from manuscripts collected by
Sir William Jones to the political pamphlets
collected by George Orwell.

CASE STUDY

“

Alongside my PhD I curated the Russia in the
UK special collection within the UK Web Archive
(UKWA). The CDP Student Development Fund
allowed me to focus on this project, write a curation
guide and organise a workshop to encourage the
creation of online collections reflecting the life of
diverse UK communities. This was an opportunity
to develop my research interest in the connections
between communities and media, use work with
contemporary sources, write for different audiences
and contribute to the
development of UKWA
special collections.
Hannah Connell,
AHRC CDP student
(British Library and
King’s College London)

Left: Placement student Pete Hebden sets up a collection ‘show and tell’.
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Collaborative and Affiliate PhDs – our university partners

Interview

Professor Christopher Smith, AHRC Executive Chair

We partner with a wide range of Higher Education Institutions on collaborative and Affiliate PhDs.
Collaborative PhDs are based on our collections and resources and co-supervised by our staff. For Affiliate
PhDs, we provide lighter-touch support at crucial points in the research projects through ad-hoc mentorship
and access to expertise, collections and resources.

Current Collaborative Doctoral Students

36

Looking ahead, how do you see the future of the
AHRC CDP scheme and the role of Independent
Research Organisations (IROs) in postgraduate
research and training?
AHRC is thrilled to announce the launch of the
fourth iteration of our CDP scheme in October
2024. We are intending to offer up to 50 PhD
studentships per year, for three years. We are
committed to doctoral training, to securing the
future of the next generation of arts and
humanities researchers, and to the role of our
IROs as partners in the journey of research and
enquiry. IROs are in a unique position to allow
students to develop all sorts of careers which
contribute to the research and development
landscape we need for the challenges of
the 21st-century knowledge economy.

Doctoral Open Days
Between January and March 2020, we
welcomed almost 500 PhD students to
our sites in St Pancras and Boston Spa
for a new series of Doctoral Open Days
designed to help them navigate our
collections and services. We took an
interdisciplinary and period-based approach
and added networking breakout sessions
and hands-on workshops.

Number of Doctoral Open Days
2019–20

8
Number of attendees

497

1 Bath Spa University
2 City, University of London  
2 King’s College London  
3 Lancaster University  
1 Nottingham Trent University  
2 Royal Holloway, University of London
2 SOAS University of London  
1 University of the Arts London  
1 University College London
1 University of Bristol
1 University of Exeter
1 University of Glasgow
1 University of Hull
2 University of Kent
2 University of Leeds
3 University of Leicester
2 University of Liverpool
1 University of Manchester
1 University of Oxford
2 University of Sheffield
1 University of Sussex
3 Queen Mary University of London

Proportion of delegates
from outside London:

65%

AHRC Executive Chair Professor Christopher Smith.

What’s unique about the CDP scheme, and why is
it so important to the AHRC?
This scheme allows AHRC to demonstrate UK
Research and Innovation (UKRI)’s commitment
to a broad and diverse ecosystem of research. It
recognises that museums, libraries and archives
make a significant contribution to the research and
innovation landscape and it offers CDP students the
opportunity to immerse themselves in environments
outside academia, encourages collaboration and
bridges research in different kinds of institutions
which all have research at their heart.
This academic year, CDP students have faced
extraordinary challenges. How has this changed
your thinking about CDP studentships?
We fully recognise how much the pandemic has
limited the experience students will have hoped
for and expected. UKRI and AHRC have worked
together to provide £1.2 million in additional
funding, specifically to enable CDA students to
access development opportunities.

‘Excellent’ or ‘very good’ ratings:

93%

What I am consistently struck by is the inventive
and flexible ways students have tackled this
problem, how so many have risen to this
extraordinary personal and professional challenge.
If anything, this has simply reinforced my view
of the value of these awards in helping to
support skilled and innovative individuals with
immense potential.

museums, libraries and
archives make a significant
contribution to the research
and innovation landscape
and it offers CDP students
the opportunity to immerse
themselves in environments
outside academia
Where do you see the role of the CDP scheme in
the context of the government’s UK Research and
Development Roadmap?
The CDP scheme enables us to nurture a diverse
research culture where people with a wide range
of experiences and insights are confident to lead,
participate and engage. It also helps us to increase
the attractiveness and sustainability of careers
throughout the workforce – not just for researchers,
but also for technicians, innovators, entrepreneurs
and practitioners. These are key ambitions of
the Research and Development Roadmap, to
demonstrate the work of supporting culture,
collections and curation, is both immensely skilled
but also contributes to the creation of a resilient
and prosperous society. I genuinely believe that
it is one of the most valuable things we do.
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In focus: our response to Covid-19
Covid-19 and find an online series of ‘Covid
Conversations’ on the project website.

Play Observatory logo.

In March 2020 our Reading Rooms and public
spaces emptied as the Covid-19 pandemic took
hold. The disruption felt across the country also
affected our research projects, postponing inperson project meetings, fieldwork and events.
However, we quickly adapted to learn new ways
of working, reached our audiences online and
documented Britain’s societal experience for
the future.
New projects
Funded by the ESRC from November 2020
to January 2022, Play in the Pandemic brings
together researchers from UCL and the University
of Sheffield to explore children’s play during
the pandemic. Children and adults will be
invited to contribute pictures, videos, sound
recordings, drawings and writing to an online
data collection survey, the Play Observatory. The
Play Observatory will capture how the pandemic
has featured in children’s play and expressive
culture (including language, humour, festivals and
rituals, beliefs, stories, and making) and document
children’s unique experiences of the pandemic.
Sound recordings and, selectively, videos will
be deposited here at the Library to create a
permanent record of children’s play for use by
future generations.
Our Oral History team is working with the
University of Manchester on a new AHRCfunded project documenting the pandemic as
it happens. NHS Voices of Covid-19 will allow
us to archive nearly 2,000 interviews about the
history of the NHS before, during and after the
Covid-19 pandemic. You can already listen to
people reflecting on when they first heard about

The pandemic has also left cultural organisations
and practitioners bereft of professional activity,
and though some have created opportunities for
cultural engagement within the digital space, the
predicted impact on the cultural sector is unknown
with the potential to change cultural practice as we
know it. Our experience during the pandemic clearly
reflects this and the Library will be contributing to
the Impacts on the Cultural Industries project to
assess the short, medium and longer-term effects of
Covid-19 on the cultural sector and its audiences.

These songs and music offer
a unique snapshot of cultural
history – an artistic moment in
time. They talk of loss, of laughs,
hope and despair, of family
stress, tributes to key workers,
and simply wanting to go back
to the pub.

We built some additional data analysis and added
an enhanced filter to our system, allowing us to
add a tab to explore.bl.uk to show only the content
that’s available online. We’re continuing to develop
our digital resources to provide access to researchers
wherever they are.

lockdowns, questions and debates about
decentralisation of authority, the Government
tiers system, and school meals funding debates.
We’ve also captured television broadcasts from
17 channels recording a broad range of reactions
from across the UK and around the world.

Covid-19 collecting
As the scale of the pandemic became clear and
the unprecedented changes to daily life in the UK
took hold, we established a Covid-19 Collecting
Group to assess how we could capture this moment
in our collection to create a lasting resource for
researchers.

Researchers will be able to explore the
phenomena of lockdown through apps, chatbots
and interactive fiction, and commercial and
popular music recordings like Radio 5-Live’s
Now That’s What I Call Lockdown feature.

We have tried to archive as much of the national
experience as possible, collecting content from
websites and interactive fiction, diaries, drawings
and poetry, to television, radio and ordinary voices.
The UK Web Archive has curated a special
collection of websites documenting regional

Our Curator of Popular Music, Andy Linehan,
reflected on how this collection captured the
community response and collective resilience
shown by the public saying, “These songs and
music offer a unique snapshot of cultural history
- an artistic moment in time. They talk of loss, of
laughs, hope and despair, of family stress, tributes
to key workers, and simply wanting to go back
to the pub.”

Andy Linehan, Curator of Popular Music
In addition, we are archiving 50 oral history
interviews (mainly in English) with people of
Chinese origin from all over the UK (notably
London, Liverpool, Lancashire and Cambridge) as
part of the Life in the Time of Corona: Collective
Memory of the Chinese Communities in the UK
project run by Ming-Ai Institute (London) . Both
young and older people have been interviewed,
including health care workers, and themes so far
identified cover Chinese medicine, family structure
and those who have experienced hate crimes.
Available online

When our Reading Rooms closed due to the
pandemic, we needed to adapt our catalogue to
reflect that change. More than ever our researchers
needed to discover the content we hold in digital
form so they could continue their work from home.

Welcoming back our first onsite visitors on 22 July 2020. Photo by Sam Lane Photography
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New projects
During a year interrupted by lockdowns we’ve
worked hard to maintain our role as the national
research library and engage with new research.
Over the past twelve months we’ve begun 20
projects on which we lead, co-investigate or are
a project partner for, supported by funding from
UK-based as well as international organisations.
Our collections support a rich vein of research into
topics from the digital curation of Catholic music to
the art found throughout our St Pancras building.
Legacies of Catalogue Descriptions and Curatorial
Voice: Opportunities for Digital Scholarship
Rossitza Atanassova, Digital Curator at the Library,
is Co-Investigator on this collaborative project, led
by the University of Sussex.
The project:
•	aims to demonstrates the value of using
computational methods to examine catalogue
data at cultural organisations
•	helps to develops digital scholarship capability
within the Galleries Libraries Archives and
Museum (GLAM) sector
•	has developed a training module to help
organisations analyse catalogue data, following
successful workshops to gather feedback.

From crowdsourcing to digitally-enabled
participation: the state of the art in collaboration,
access, and inclusion for cultural heritage institutions
Crowdsourcing helps cultural heritage institutions
to engage the public in tasks such as transcription,
classification and description of digitised collections.
Crowdsourced content can enhance records about
collections and create datasets to underpin research.
This project will:
•	document the state of the art in designing,
managing and integrating crowdsourcing
activities
•	foster the community of crowdsourcing
practitioners, participants and researchers
•	look ahead to future challenges that could be
addressed by longer-term projects.
Outputs will include an Open Access book on
crowdsourcing in cultural institutions, co-written
by practitioners and researchers, and a white paper
that captures expert views on the most pressing
issues to address through future research projects
in the field. The project is funded by the AHRC’s
UK-US Collaboration for Digital Scholarship in
Cultural Institutions: Partnership Development
Grants. It’s led by Mia Ridge, one of our digital
curators, with partners at the Library of Congress,
and Zooniverse.

CASE STUDY

“

As part of our research we are examining the metadata – title,
abstract, and keywords – of more than 500,000 completed
PhD theses held by the British Library in its E-Theses Online
(EThOS) repository. We couldn’t hope to read this many
documents in a lifetime so we’re using a computer instead:
the code we’ve written enables us to find similarities between
theses based solely on the word choices made by each
student.
These cluster clouds help us visualise the distinctive terms used in thesis
abstracts, titles, and keywords. The word clouds show clear differences between
the kinds and contexts of words used by Computer Science and Earth Scienceoriented researchers, with two overlapping, but distinctive, historical research
themes emerging.”
Jennie Williams, ESRC LISS Doctoral Student (Mapping knowledge with data
science), and Dr Jon Reades, Kings College London

Developing a Digital Framework
for Medieval Gaelic World
Our Head of Ancient, Medieval and Early
Modern Manuscripts, Claire Breay, is a member
of this research network, which is jointly led by
Queen’s University of Belfast and Maynooth
University, and funded by AHRC and the Irish
Research Council.Gaelic has been the native
language spoken in Ireland, Scotland and the
Isle of Man for the best part of the last two
thousand years. Despite its longevity and
extensive body of literature, the language
has been marginalised over recent centuries
and has become a largely hidden heritage.

20 new

new projects
began this year

The project:
•	focuses on the impact of digitisation on
research into medieval Ireland and Scotland
•	hopes to build understanding of how we
currently use digital resources
•	aims to improve applications of technology in
future research and more intelligent, innovative
use of resources.

4

were led by the British Library (LRO)
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CASE STUDY

“

My dream career is to work with manuscripts in a
special collections or curatorial capacity, so a CDP
– and being based in the manuscripts department
here at the Library – was a perfect match for
that goal. My PhD investigates Franco-Saxon
manuscript decoration, and I have written a blog
for the Library’s Medieval England and France
web space investigating the artistic and intellectual
links between manuscript culture in 9th-century
England and France. I also produced a blog for
the Bibliothèque nationale de France’s Medieval
Manuscripts Department (article in French)
highlighting other manuscripts digitised through
the Polonsky Foundation
project from the 10th and
11th centuries made at the
monastery of Cluny.
Emilia Henderson,
AHRC CDP student
(British Library and
University of Leicester)

were co-investigated by the
British Library (Co-I)
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on which the British Library
was a project partner (PP)
MAIN FUNDERS
10 AHRC
2 ESRC
2 AHRC-IRC
Their overall combined value
of these grants is
c.

£3.5 million
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AURA Network
(Archives in the UK/Republic of Ireland and AI)
Also funded by the AHRC and IRC as part of the
UK-Ireland collaboration in the Digital Humanities
scheme, the AURA project is designed to unlock
difficult to access content contained in digital
archives. Led by Loughborough University and
Dublin City University, it brings together, among
others, the national libraries of Scotland and Ireland,
the Irish Traditional Music Archive, The National
Archive and the Library to explore how Artificial
Intelligence can be applied to archives.
The project:
•	considers how AI can be used to help people
access ‘dark’ digital archives that are currently
closed to researchers due to privacy, copyright
or technical issues
•	aims to help researchers make sense of all the
records being created daily, anticipating a time
when born digital archives are more accessible.
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Petitioning and People Power in 20th-Century Britain

Our Oral History team are supporting the
Petitioning People and Power project as a Project
Partner to see how campaigns of protest have
changed over the last century, from 1900 to 2000.
We’re working with the universities of Leeds,
Durham and Liverpool to learn about how people
have used petitions and other types of campaigns
to highlight their concerns.
This currently represents a gap in our collections,
as there is no central focus on petitioning as a form
of political activism. As part of the project, we will
receive 30 oral history interviews to address this
gap. We’ll also archive 30 interviews conducted
by the History of Parliament Trust, part of a longterm partnership.

Advancing Hyku: Open Source Institutional
Repository Platform Development
This three-year collaborative project supports
the growth of Open Access through institutional
repositories. The project:
•	aims to support the principle of Open Access,
making research more accessible, connected and
reusable for academics and the general public
•	will integrate open-resource discovery tools
(e.g. Unpaywall, an open database of free
scholarly articles)
•	connect to author identification services (e.g.
ORCID, which provides authors with a unique
persistent digital identifier that’s linked to their
publications)
•	establish pathways to long-term preservation
services.
This work will make it easier for people to find,
read and reuse research outputs.

Enhancing Democratic Habits:
An oral history of the law centres movement
Providing an unparalleled insight into the history of
the Law Centres movement, Enhancing Democratic
Habits is a three-year project funded by the AHRC.
It will reflect on the role Law Centres have played in
addressing the UK’s ‘democratic deficit’ through its
close association with disadvantaged communities,
and capture accounts of radical lawyering to fill an
existing gap in the historical record.
This important partnership with the University of
Oxford and Queens University, Belfast, will add
65 in-depth life story interviews to our oral history
collections. These recordings will reveal the vital
contributions made by Law Centres in providing
access to justice, and their role in social, political
and campaigning networks over time for both the
current and future generations of researchers.
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Partnerships and engagement
Our research portfolio would look very different
if it were not for the many strategic partnerships
that support this work. Working together enables
our research to achieve much more than it could
independently and reach a much wider audience.
Our research partnerships can provide curatorial
insight to locate and contextualise the people,
places and stories present in our collections. In
turn our partners bring professional and practical
knowledge to creatively interpret and (re)present
content. We take a look below at a selection of our
strategic partnerships and the value they add to the
international research landscape.

Leading Routes – Black in Academia:
Staying the Course

Unlocking Buddhist Written Heritage

A panel discussion at Black in Academia: Staying the Course.
Photograph by Stacey Leigh Ross.

Attendees of the conference standing in the Library’s
Knowledge Centre.

Unlocking Buddhist Written Heritage was a
two-day conference held here in February 2020
as part of the public programme coinciding with
our major exhibition Buddhism (see page 20). It
featured 13 speakers from the UK, Germany and
the US, and explored the extensive and diverse
written heritage of the Buddhist world and its
centrality in Buddhist traditions and practices. It
was organised thanks to the generous support
of the Robert H N Ho Family Foundation, and
in partnership with SOAS. Through a range of
contributions from scholars, professionals and
practitioners who are working with Buddhist texts,
the conference focussed on collections based
research and its implications for academic and
professional practices. The themes were arranged
into four main panels ranging from the world of
translations and translators, and the places where
texts have been produced, used and preserved
– temples and monasteries – to historical and
contemporary ritual practices, and to the challenges
of preservation and dissemination of texts today.

The Leading Routes initiative aims to strengthen
the academic pipeline for Black students from a
Black-led perspective. We continued our support
for their Black in Academia campaign to further
the conversation around representation and
experiences of Black students and staff in UK
universities, hosting an event for the Staying
the Course series in November 2019. These
events promote greater awareness amongst
Afro-Caribbean students in the UK about their
opportunities for Masters, PhD research and
careers in academia, an objective we
wholeheartedly support. Highlights from the
event included talks from Dr Emma Abotsi (BSA
Fellow for Sociology, British Library), Dr Rochelle
Rose-Wiseman (UCL), Chantelle Lewis (Black in
Academia) and Janine Francois (CDP candidate,
University of Bedfordshire and Tate Gallery) with
a keynote address by Professor Chris Jackson
(Imperial College).
Fellowships
Fellowship programmes underpin our engagement
and collaboration with international early
-to mid-career scholars and their home countries
and institutions. September 2019 marked the
beginning of two new fellowships under our
partnership with the UK Government’s Chevening
programme. Chantelle Richardson joined us from
the National Library of Jamaica to explore digitised
Latin American and Caribbean archival material,
while Nigerian linguist and writer Kó.lá Túbò.sún
began a project to investigate African-language
printed books. Despite the impact of Covid-19,
Chantelle and Kó.lá successfully completed their
projects and in September 2020 shared the
outcomes of their research with an online audience.

This year we were also selected by the Bei Shan
Tang Foundation to join the J.S. Lee Memorial
Fellowship Programme as a participating institution
and the only library so far. The scheme enables
scholars and museum professionals to undertake
research on aspects of Chinese art, hosted by
cultural organisations.
Sino-British Fellowship Trust
The Sino-British Fellowship Trust has been
supporting the exchange of staff (curators and
conservators) working on Chinese and Central Asian
material, including the Lotus Sutra scrolls. Two
conservators from the British Library Conservation
Centre and one curator from the East Asian section
spent time at the National Library of China in
October 2019 on a knowledge and skills exchange.

CASE STUDY

“

My work as a Chevening Fellow at the Library focused
on African-language print materials from the 19th
century. My brief was to investigate their breadth,
content, and significance and to write a report that
would benefit future researchers. Due to the pandemic
I returned to Lagos in March 2020, but the work
continued remotely and culminated in an online
symposium on Yorùbá writing (available on YouTube).
Kó.lá Túbò.sún, Chevening Fellowship on the British
Library’s African-language printed books collections

The Annual Equality Lecture – TRANS*– Beyond
a Politics of Recognition

Professor Jack Halberstam speaking. Photograph provided by
Jack Halberstam.

The Annual Equality Lecture has been a fixture
on our calendar since 2011, delivered in partnership
with the British Sociological Association (BSA). This
year marked the ninth and final iteration of what
has been a valuable and enlightening event. In an
exploration of the history of trans* communities,
Jack Halberstam (Professor of Gender Studies and
English at Columbia University) questioned the
association with exclusively political goals and a
quest for recognition that is often drawn between
them, and offered new and different aesthetic
avenues to trans* lives and images. This partnership
has been an invaluable way for us to highlight
our relevance to sociology and engage with
important societal conversations. We are grateful
to the BSA for their hard work supporting this
series and hope to celebrate the partnership with a
retrospective book.

2019–20 Chevening British Library Fellows Chantelle
Richardson and Kó.lá Túbò.sún.

CASE STUDY

“

My project involved researching digitised archives
from Latin America and the Caribbean with the
Endangered Archives Programme. I also worked
with the Eccles Centre for American Studies on a
bibliography of non-book sources for Latin America
and the Caribbean before 1950. The findings from
both projects have allowed for greater insights into
the Library’s Latin American and Caribbean collections
and enabled me to establish links with many other
researchers and interest groups.
Chantelle Richardson, Chevening Fellowship on
digitised archival material from Latin America and
the Caribbean
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In focus: Towards a National Collection
Towards a National Collection (TaNC) is a five-year
programme of research, funded by AHRC via UKRI’s
Strategic Priorities Fund. TaNC seeks to break down
barriers between UK cultural heritage collections
via digital technologies, which will open up new
possibilities for research and public engagement.

TaNC CASE STUDY – LOCATING A NATIONAL
COLLECTION

“

We are involved in three of eight first phase
projects, working closely with other UK national
heritage organisations and universities.
Persistent Identifiers as IRO Infrastructure is
led by Rachael Kotarski, our Head of Research
Infrastructure Services, with Co-Investigators at
the Royal Botanic Garden, Edinburgh, University
of Glasgow, and The National Gallery.
Museums, heritage collections and sites in the
UK house at least 200 million physical and digital
objects. Being able to identify these objects
supports their use and curation. Persistent
Identifiers (PIDs) provide a long lasting clickable
link to a digital object, making content easier to
find, use and share. This project brings together
best practices in the use of PIDs to allow long
term, unambiguous linking of collections that
will create a digital UK national collection.
TaNC CASE STUDY – PERSISTENT IDENTIFIERS

“

During its launch webinar in April 2020, the
project identified a need to gauge awareness of
the UK heritage sector’s understanding of PIDs
and surveyed the community between May
and September 2020. Results suggest that there
is awareness of PIDs as a technology, but the
benefits of them to decision makers within the
sector are currently unclear. Some more nuanced
views also emerged around a lack of PID creation
and management within the technical solutions
that are in use by organisations. In its second
year, the project is working to create resources to
support the adoption of PIDs. The survey will run
again in late 2021 to ascertain progress.
Frances Madden, Research Associate,
Research Associate, ‘Heritage PIDs’

Selected survey results.

Locating a National Collection (LANC) is led by
Gethin Rees, our Lead Curator of Digital Map
Collections, with Co-Investigators at the University of
Exeter, The National Trust, and Historic Royal Palaces.
Heritage organisations’ records about their objects
and sites often include location data. Examples
include a site’s coordinates, where an object
was made and used, or the places it depicts and
describes. This data can form the basis of engaging
stories and tangible links between overlooked
groups and local pasts that underscore notions
of community empowerment.

The LANC project commissioned a two-stage
audience research programme to help the
development of an online platform allowing users
to interact with a vast array of historical artefacts
across a national collection. This research has
highlighted that, above all else, a history and
heritage platform that inspires learning and helps
join more of the dots between people, places
and artefacts, has the potential to capture the
imaginations of audiences from all backgrounds
and levels of interest.
This project has provided a clear evidence base
for growing this idea into a future online platform.
With careful consideration of the key audience
needs,
there is scope for
this to
an entirely
This programme
aims
tooffer
understand
new way of interacting with history and heritage
online, and fuel audiences’ curiosity time and again.

and address some of the key
challenges that stand in the way
of collections working together at
scale in the digital age; and unlock
these cultural assets for new research
purposes and audiences online.
With significant investment from UKRI
and AHRC, we can begin to generate
radically different ways of doing
research across collections, redefining
how individuals and communities
can engage and interact with UK
heritage, and in doing so enrich our
understanding of what a national
collection might actually be.
Roly Keating, Chief Executive of the
British Library, and Chair of the TaNC
Steering Committee

John Horgan, Research Bods,
‘Locating a National Collection’

This project is exploring how location-based
interfaces such as web maps can work to meet
the needs of different users.
Practical Applications of IIIF as a Building Block
Towards a Digital National Collection is led by
the National Gallery, with Co-Investigators at
the National Portrait Gallery, the University of
Edinburgh and here at the Library.
The project is examining use of the International
Image Interoperability Framework (IIIF) as a
pathway to creating high quality, interactive image
resources and tools across digital collections. It aims
to make it easy to share and interact with images
across different repositories and platforms, revealing
new research opportunities and the ability to tell
alternative stories.
The intention is that the findings of the Foundation
projects will inform the Discovery phase of the
programme that will support five larger projects
in 2021–24.
Five high level concepts were used to understand the key needs for an online platform to help users explore artefacts and places
in a more engaging and interactive way.
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Research in practice
Research underpins all our activities. This feature
highlights how research directly feeds into our
exhibition and learning programmes and its
importance in providing the context essential
to understanding and interpreting collections.
Research Repository

numerous collection items on display in the
exhibition. The exhibition was supported by a
wide range of performances, lectures, learning
programmes for school children and adults, the
creation of a sand mandala by Buddhist monks
and an academic conference (see page 16)
to explore what it means to be Buddhist today.

Learning Resources
Two major learning resources were unveiled this
year, linked to the Business of Women’s Words
(BOWW) project. Research was a critical element
in the development of both the Spare Rib and
Women’s Rights resources.
Spare Rib

BOWW also funded and contributed to the
creation of a second Library learning resource on
Women’s Rights. This resource was closely linked to
our Unfinished Business exhibition, unfortunately
delayed by the pandemic, and included an
interactive Map of Women’s Resistance in the UK.
This resource is designed for schools, and shows
where key feminist protests and activists lived,
travelled and worked across the UK over the last
200 years, linking to our content including the
Sisterhood and After: Women’s Liberation Oral
Histories and pages.

CASE STUDY

Themes highlighted on the Spare Rib learning resource.
Homepage of our Research Repository.

Our new research repository launched in November
2019. It supports the Library’s Open Access deposit
policy for research outputs created by our staff,
making their work easier to discover.
Research outputs from publicly funded research,
such as the Towards a National Collection projects
described in this report, must meet funders’ Open
Access deposit requirements, and our repository
offers a simple way to achieve this.
This is also part of our emerging Shared Research
Repository service which is piloting a joined-up
approach to Open Access discovery of, and access
to, research outputs for partner organisations such
as the British Museum, National Museums Scotland,
Royal Botanic Gardens Kew, and MOLA (Museum
of London Archaeology).

Display cases from our ’Buddhism’ exhibition.

CASE STUDY

“

My research investigates Anglo-Scottish ambassadors
commissioned between 1558 and 1568 and aims
to assess their influence and authority. The Library’s
manuscript collection is an integral part of my project,
which is linked to the Elizabeth and Mary: Royal
Cousins, Rival Queens exhibition. This year I contributed
to the exhibition by writing catalogue descriptions for
two exhibits related to my research.

This feminist magazine ran from 1972 to 1993
aiming to challenge the status quo and redefine
what it meant to be a woman. It gave voice to the
struggles, discussions and debates of diverse groups
of women, providing a platform for ordinary women
to tell their own stories alongside content from bigname contributors such as Betty Friedan, Germaine
Greer, Margaret Drabble and Alice Walker. Our
learning resource provides a curated webspace,
featuring 300 selected pages from the magazine,
alongside articles written by academics, activists and
former contributors about how Spare Rib was run,
its history and the issues it tackled.
Women’s Rights

Anna Turnham, AHRC Collaborative Doctoral Partnership
Student (British Library and University of Kent)

Buddhism
Our Buddhism exhibition, which ran between
October 2019 and February 2020, explored the
roots, philosophy, and contemporary relevance
of one of the world’s major religions, from its
beginnings in north India in the 5th century BC
to being practised across the world today.
A special Buddhism themed gallery design
was accompanied by an exhibition book with
contributions from scholars and practising
Buddhists, who also contributed to the Library’s
Discovering Sacred Texts project revealing

Interactive map of women’s resistance in the UK.

“

My project involves analysing manuscripts using
artificial intelligence and non-invasive scientific imaging
techniques. The techniques allow for the non-destructive
identification of artistic materials, such as pigments
and inks, to trace trade routes and cultural exchanges
between different groups within maritime Southeast Asia
throughout the 17th-19th centuries. This approach can
present big data problems which can be addressed using
AI, allowing for automated analysis and quicker and
sometimes more conclusive results.
Luke Butler, Affiliate PhD student (British Library and
Nottingham Trent University)
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Outputs and impact
Our aim is to ensure that we develop a meaningful
legacy for the different audiences that interact with
the research we do. It’s important to us that our
research activities broaden access to content as well
as improving the information available to you about
the collections. This is one small part of our wider
strategy to make content available to everyone.
Here we look at some of the research we have done
that increases access, improves our content and
inspires future research.
True Echoes

through the sharing of local knowledge and cultural
memory. This will be achieved by allowing local
communities to record their response to these
historical recordings, and related songs and stories
from today, adding their voices to catalogue
records. The research will allow these communities
to contextualise these recordings, becoming part of
the research process rather than the subject of it.

The True Echoes project launched its website in
December 2019, providing access to in-depth
research on collection of Oceanic wax cylinders.
The first item to be publically available to view is
the Malinowski Cylinder Collection [C46].
The website is the project’s first major output and is
designed to share research findings alongside maps
and photographs in related collections from other
UK and international organisations. A key aim of
the project is to reconnect collections at the Library
with their originating communities and this website
helps us to achieve this local impact by providing
access to audio recordings.
During the project’s participatory research stage,
local researchers will work to digitally reconnect
collections with the communities from which they
originate. They will use ‘digital fieldworker kits’
including tablets equipped with an offline version
of the website which can be accessed like an app.
This means local communities will have access
to the recordings and related materials, even in
areas with little or no internet access. This stage
of the project aims to achieve cultural impact by
increasing understanding of the cylinder collections

CASE STUDY

“

CASE STUDY

“

In 2019 I was awarded a Mid-Career Fellowship from
the Paul Mellon Centre called Art in the Library. It
explores the histories of the visual materials I curate
in the collections here at the Library, and how these
relate historically to the holdings of the British Museum
and Natural History Museum. My archival research
challenges established ways of thinking about how
visual art is classified and represented in library contexts.
Homepage of the True Echoes project website

Chronotopic Cartographies

Children doing Litcraft activities on an iPad © Lancaster
University.

Felicity Myrone, Lead Curator Western Prints and
Drawings, Art in the Library

Scene from Litcraft Treasure Island © Lancaster University.

We have also collaborated on research projects
that use digital formats to achieve impact, including
videogame and interactive technologies. The
Chronotopic Cartographies project, funded by the
AHRC and led by Lancaster University, imagines
literary spaces through the use of digital tools to
map, analyse and visualise how space and time
are represented in works of literature. To achieve
wider public impact, the Litcraft learning resource
was developed. Virtual literary world building
within Litcraft has been widely used by schools
and libraries to help children engage with literature
in new ways by exploring and doing tasks within
immersive story environments built in the popular
Minecraft platform.

In conjunction with his work on music publishing in
17th-century England, AHRC CDP student James
Ritzema participated in a collaborative scoping study
between the Répertoire International des Sources
Musicales (RISM) UK, a branch of an international
organisation promoting a database of music sources,
and Royal Holloway, University of London. The project
uncovered large holdings of manuscript and printed
music in UK county record offices and archives, yielding
new sources of historical importance and illuminating a
broader cross-section of musical material from different
social groups across several centuries.
James writes: “My PhD has focused on analysis and
interpretation of editions of sacred music from early
Stuart England, examining both the economics behind
their production and their attempts to control the ways
in which their repertoire was perceived and performed.
This research has laid the groundwork for significantly
expanded catalogue records for every source, a
forthcoming book chapter, and greatly resourced my
later work for RISM UK.”
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Looking ahead

Dr Allan Sudlow, Head of Research Development

Resilience has been a characteristic of this year’s
report, particularly demonstrated in how our
staff, students and collaborators have withstood
the impacts of the pandemic by innovating
and adapting how they work. That change
will be reflected in next year’s report. Research
practice, early career training, researcher mobility,
partnership working and project plans have all had
to be reassessed. And I signal my admiration to
my own team who have worked so hard to help
colleagues achieve this.
In next year’s report you will read how we delivered
our Doctoral Open Days and other training events
online, and how this has enabled us to reach
early career researchers across the globe. And
similarly, how we have developed and supported
PhD projects, student placements, fellowships,
and research collaborations as remote or hybrid
opportunities.
New research projects have also emerged to
speak to current themes including place-based
entrepreneurship, representations of disability,
colonial histories re-examined, the cultural
economy, transitional justice in the UK and Europe,
gender balances in research and the reception of
Black and Asian writing in Britain. It is great to
see our research themes connect across sectors,
disciplines and international borders and responding
to public and policy discourse of relevance.
We continue to build upon our role as a trusted,
respected strategic partner in a global context.
New and renewed international partnerships are
on the horizon, with global and national fellowship
programmes to be announced, and collaborations
with researchers across Europe and in the USA.
Post-Brexit, our ability to build new and extend
existing international research partnerships remains
as important as ever.

In 2020, I began a role as Co-Chair of the
Independent Research Organisations (IRO)
Consortium, a network of UK heritage organisations
recognised by the AHRC-UKRI as IROs. One of
the key messages that has come through to me is
the importance for the future of our sector, of a
research culture and infrastructure that is diverse,
inclusive, and resilient.
Our long term involvement in development of
open, accessible and valued research facilities and
resources are part of that story, and you will see us
building on the shared research repository project
described in this report to start to develop sectorwide research discovery infrastructure for IRO
partners.
Another aspect of resilience is diversification of
our workforce – and linked to this of our research
culture, policies, practice and thought. One of the
core purposes of the Library is that ‘We support
and stimulate research of all kinds.’ That research
is enriched by inclusion of diverse perspectives,
background and lived experiences that help frame
contemporary challenges, share tacit and learned
knowledge, and support rigorous, innovative
research with international impact.
Our anti-racism programme, with which I am proud
to have been involved, is at the start of journey to a
long term ambition of ensuring the Library is a truly
open, equitable organisation that – as set out in our
corporate vision – makes our intellectual heritage
accessible to everyone. This will be a core theme or
our next report, highlighting the initial work that
has been done and some of the recommendations
for change.
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Funding
body
AHRC

Grant type

Project title

Follow on Funding
for Impact and
Engagement

Famine tales from India and
Britain

AHRC

UK-US
Collaboration for
Digital Scholarship
in Cultural
Institutions

Legacies of Catalogue
Descriptions and Curatorial
Voice: Opportunities for
Digital Scholarship

The Arcadia
Charitable
Trust
EPSRC

Advancing Hyku: Open
Source Institutional Repository
Platform Development
Training Grant
Centre for Doctoral Training in
Safe and Trusted AI
Covid-19 Special
NHS Voices of COVID-19:
Call
Creating a national collection
to document the impact and
legacy of a pandemic through
personal testimonies
Covid-19 Urgency COVID-19: Impacts on
Call
the cultural industries and
implications for policy
Covid-19 Urgency Play in the Pandemic: A
Call
National Observatory of
Children’s Play Experiences
During COVID-19
Impact Acceleration Surfacing the impact of
Account
doctoral research
Lapidus Initiative
Wyatt Papers Digitisation
Fellowship

AHRC

AHRC

ESRC

ESRC
Omohundro
Institute
Paul Mellon
Centre
British
Academy
TORCH

AHRC

Mid-Career
Fellowship
Newton
International
Fellowship
Pitt Rivers Museum
Knowledge
Exchange
Fellowship
Standard Research
Grant

Lead Research
Organisation
University of Exeter

Total Award

University of Sussex

£100,000.00

University of Virginia

£799,015.00

King's College
London
University of
Manchester

£6,865,984

University of Leeds

£780,349

UCL

£252,333

£80,164.00

£653,301.00

University of Durham £13,880.00
Viriginia
Commonwealth
University
British Library

£3,168.00

(Un)silenced Sound:
Recovering Private
Sound Archives in Xinjiang
The Dream of Gerontius:
Curating Catholic Music
Digitally

SOAS

£100,467.00

University of Oxford

£9,792.48

Petitioning and People Power
in Twentieth-Century Britain

University of Durham £757,567

Art in the Library

£15,000.00
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AHRC

Standard Research
Grant

AHRC

Towards a
National Collection
Foundation
Projects Call
Towards a
National Collection
Foundation
Projects Call
Towards a
National Collection
Foundation
Projects Call
UK-Ireland
Collaboration
in the Digital
Humanities
UK-Ireland
Collaboration
in the Digital
Humanities

AHRC

AHRC

AHRC-IRC

AHRC-IRC

AHRC

UK-US
Collaboration for
Digital Scholarship
in Cultural
Institutions

Enhancing Democratic Habits:
An oral history of the law
centres movement
LANC (Locating a National
Collection)

University of Oxford

£1,000,000.00

Emmeline Ledgerwood

British Library

£209,418.00

Ewa Majczak
Hannah Connell

Persistent Identifiers as IRO
infrastructure

British Library

£197,912.00

Helen Piel

Practical applications of IIIF
as a building block towards a
digital National Collection

National Gallery

£239,968.48

James Ritzema

Developing a Digital
Framework for Exploring the
Multilingual Medieval
Gaelic World
AURA (Archives in the UK/
Republic of Ireland & AI):
Bringing together Digital
Humanists, Computer
Scientists & stakeholders to
unlock cultural assets
From crowdsourcing
to digitally-enabled
participation: the state of
the art in collaboration,
access, and inclusion for
cultural heritage institutions
(CrowdToCollaboration)

Queen's University
£30,000.00
of Belfast &
Maynooth University
University of
Loughborough
& Dublin City
University

£24,194

Jennie Williams
Jenny Norton-Wright
Jeremy Brown
Jodie Collins
Liam Markey

Linda Berube
British Library

£100,000.00
Lucy Hanks
Luke Butler

Maria Julios Costa

Collaborative PhD students 2019–2020
Alastair Horne
Alice Wickenden
Anna Turnham
Carol Butler
Cherie Prosser

How mobile devices are changing the
relationship between author, text, and reader
Hans Sloane’s Books: An early Enlightenment
library and its material relationships
Elizabeth I and Mary, Queen of Scots

Digital Publishing Technologies and the Reader
A transnational comparison of the representation
of Empire in poster propaganda from France and
Britain 1914–1920
Christian Friedrich Poske Revisiting the Music of Bengal: A Critical Survey
of Arnold Adriaan Bake’s Fieldwork 1925–1956
Claire McGann
Women's Religious Prophecies in Print: 1640–
1660
Dominic Bridge
Music publishing in the British Isles, 1750–1850
Emilia Henderson
Franco-Saxon manuscripts in the ninth century

Bath Spa University

Martin Rooke
Matthew Wright

Queen Mary
University of London
University of Kent

Naomi Oppenheim

City, University of London
University of Sheffield

SOAS

Pardaad Chamsaz
Pauline McGonagle
Rebecca Lawton

Lancaster University

Rebecca Slatcher

University of Liverpool
University of Leicester

Rosie Higman

Re-evaluating the 1980s and 1990s Through Life
Histories: Politics, Privatisation and the Culture
of Government Research
Senses of self: visual self-fashioning among
Bamileke women in Yaounde, Cameroon
Studying migration and diaspora through
Russian language publishing
The Facts of Evolution: Widely Communicated,
Mathematically Found(ed), Controversially
Discussed. The Working Life of John Maynard
Smith (1920–2004)
The Printing and Publication of Sacred Music in
England, 1603–1649
Mapping knowledge with data science
Shifting Landscapes: Mapping the Intellectual
Writing Traditions of Islamic Southeast Asia
Maps and the Italian Grand Tour, 1660–ca. 1824
American Political Pamphlets 1920–1945
Mediating militarism: chronicling 100 years of
British ‘military victimhood’ from print to digital,
1918–2018
Understanding UK digital comics information
and publishing practices: From creation to
consumption
Mediated Expression: Self-Censorship in
Nineteenth-Century Women’s Manuscripts
Southeast Asian Illuminated Manuscripts: A
Study of the Maritime Silk Road Using Scientific
Imaging and AI
Mediated Contact and the Mitigation of
Outgroup Prejudice: A Longitudinal Study of
Media Discourse, the Modulation of National
Identity Threat and Anti-Immigrant Bias
Media representations of health risk
The Working Life of Scientists: Exploring the
Culture of Scientific Research through the
Personal Archive of Donald Michie
Future Pasts: British-Caribbean Popular Culture
and the Politics of History, 1948–1998
The Secret of Creation: Stefan Zweig’s writing
read through his manuscript collection
Disinheritance' and constructions of identity in
the works of Ruth Prawer Jhabvala
Anglo-Saxon perceptions of the city of Rome:
correspondence and exchange in the 7th and
8th centuries
North American Indigenous Languages in the
British Library's Post–1850 Collections
Open Access and the role of the National Library

University of Leicester

University of Oxford
King's College London
University of Leeds

Royal Holloway,
University of London
King's College London
SOAS
Royal Holloway,
University of London
University of Sussex
University of Liverpool

City, University of London

University of Manchester
Nottingham Trent University

Lancaster University

University of Kent
University of Leeds

UCL
University of Bristol
University of Exeter
University of Leicester

University of Hull
University of Sheffield

30

Ruth Byrne

Sasha Valeri Millwood
Sarah Kirk-Browne
Thomas Gebhart
Will Burgess
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Attitudes to immigrants in the 19th century:
Using very large historical corpora for sociohistorical research
The Music of Thea Musgrave: An Analysis Based
on the Manuscript Sources
100 years of continuity and change in spoken
British English
Collecting UK Digital Comics: Social, cultural and
technological factors for cultural institutions
Conceptualising the Public Museum in
Elightenment Britain

University of Lancaster

Contact us at
research.development@bl.uk

University of Glasgow
Queen Mary
University of London
University of the Arts London
Queen Mary
University of London

PhD and early Career research placements 2019–2020
Alice O'Driscoll
Andrzej Sadecki
Caio Mello
Charlotte James
Claudia Treacher
Emily Roy
Hannah Rodger
Jack Taylor
Jiechen Liu
John Richards
Jonathan Lawrence
Lewis Ryder
Lucas Giles
Lucy Carolan
Lucy Wray
Mateja Koltaj
Peter Hebden
Rita Dal Martello
Tsering Samdrup
Vivek Gupta

Women’s History Online Resources
Politicisation of commemorative practices in
Eastern Europe
UK Web Archive and the legacy of the 2012
Olympics
Women’s History Online Resources
George Orwell's Collection of Political Pamphlets
Analysing topographical image making c. 1600–
1824
Digitisation of archives: benefits and opportunities
Life on the Home Front: Experiences of the
Second World War in Britain
Communicating international engagement at the
British Library
Trade Literature in the British Library collection
The oriental manuscripts collection of Sir William
Jones (1746–94)
Communicating international engagement at the
British Library
Assessing the impact of the British Library’s major
heritage acquisitions
Art, poetry and memory: Contemporary UK
Artists’ Books
Historic photographs of the Silk Road
Soft Power and international working
Art, poetry and memory: Contemporary UK
Artists’ Books
Chinese works of art in the British Library Visual
Arts collections
The Treasures of Danzan Ravjaa
Illumination in Persian manuscripts

University of Cambridge
UCL
School of Advanced Study
University of Nottingham
University of Brighton
University of Cambridge
University of York
Open University
Goldsmith's
SOAS
University of Oxford

Research Development team
Dr Allan Sudlow
Head of Research Development
Dr Flavia Dietrich-England
Research and Postgraduate Development Manager
Dr Naomi Billingsley
Research Development Manager
Dr Andrew Rackley
Research Development Manager

bl.uk/research-collaboration

University of Manchester
University of Cambridge
University of Newcastle
Queen's University Belfast
University of Kent
University of Newcastle
UCL
SOAS
SOAS
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