News on patent, trade mark and design databases on the Internet
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HIGHLIGHTS
· Wider image searching on TMView
· EPO releases patent details as linked open data 
· Historic Japanese documents now available as Japanese-language full text

Australia has released a new version of its IPGOD (Intellectual Property Government Open Data) open dataset including all current and historic national-level data on patents, trade marks, designs, innovation patents (utility models), and plant breeder’s rights. A new machine-learning algorithm has been introduced to improve identification and standardisation of applicant/assignee names. The data is in CSV spreadsheet format and can be found at https://data.gov.au/dataset/intellectual-property-government-open-data-2018. 
The DesignView international design database, at https://www.tmdn.org/tmdsview-web/welcome#, now includes designs from Montenegro.
The EPO has released a linked open dataset covering all A and B documents, including inventor, applicant, dates and numbers, abstract and title in all three official languages, IPC, CPC, citations to patent and non-patent docs, family members and priority documents. It can be found at http://epo.org/linked-data. The data can be queried using a web browser, an API, or a SPARQL interface. However, the dataset on the EPO’s server is not intended for high-bandwidth use in products or applications – it is recommended that people wishing to use it in such ways download the whole dataset and host it themselves.
The United Kingdom has joined the Federated Patent Register, allowing national-phase status information to be retrieved in the European Patent Register.
Espacenet has announced that it is now possible to search for the home country of an inventor or applicant. This can be achieved in the Advanced search by typing the two-letter country code within square brackers, eg [GB] in the Inventor or Applicant search box, or in the smart search by using the equivalent field codes, eg in=[GB]. 
It has been reported that the Japanese-language version of Japan’s IP database site Platpat, at https://www.j-platpat.inpit.go.jp, has combined the patent and utility database with the computer and software database and other non-patent literature. Older documents are now available in machine-readable full-text and searchable. However this has not yet been extended to the English-language version, and machine translation of pre-1976 patents is still not yet available.
The Lens, at https://www.lens.org/, has introduced further improvements. It is now possible to create collections, save queries and export results lists for scholarly literature searches as well as patent searches. Scholarly literature items now have Lens ID accession numbers to make it easier to find related information in the database.
The TMView international trade mark database now includes trade marks from Israel. The image similarity search using an uploaded graphic file can now be used on trade marks from Bulgaria, Greece, Lithuania, and Spain.
The WIPO Global Brand Database, at http://www.wipo.int/branddb/en/, now includes trade marks from Georgia and Italy. The Global Design Database, at http://www.wipo.int/reference/en/designdb/, now includes designs from France, Georgia, Germany, Jordan, Mongolia, and Spain.

