Morna Danie1s

A King's Last Days
true and false memoirs of Louis XVI's valet

In the 1790s English society enjoyed the frisson of horror at events across
the Channel. There were of course more serious concerns over the war with
France, the high price of food and, among the upper classes, fears that
Republicanism would spread to England. Emigres crowded into London. In
such an atmosphere, a tremendous stir was created by the publication in
London in 1798 of the memoirs of Jean-Baptiste Clery, the valet of the
executed Louis XVI, who shared his last imprisonment in the Temple: Journal
de ce qui s'est passe d la Tour du Temple, pendant la captiviti de Louis XVI, rai de
France. Fanny Burney, who was to marry an emigre, wrote to her father that
'M. CIery's book has half killed us; we have read it together, and the deepest
tragedy we have yet met with is slight to it'. She praised the 'evident worth and
feeling of the writer' and claimed to have undergone 'a soul-piercing
experience'. Clery himself read the text to audiences and achieved great, but
short-lived, celebrity. Six thousand copies were sold in three days, and it was
immediately reprinted (fig. 1).
Louis XVI married Maria Antonina (Marie Antoinette), youngest
daughter of the Empress Maria Theresa of Austria. Their son, the Dauphin,
Was theoretically Louis XVII after his father's execution, but died as a child in
the Temple prison. After the fall of Napoleon, Louis was succeeded by two
younger brothers in turn, the comte de Provence as Louis XVIII and the
Comte d'Artois as Charles X, deposed in the revolution of 1830. Charles's son
the duc d'Angouleme married Louis XVI's daughter, but they were exiled to
Scotland in 1830 and had no children.
Jean-Baptiste Cant-Hanet Clery was born on 11 May 1759, the son of a
farmer, within the park of Versailles, and was recommended by the comtesse
de Polignac to be valet to the young Dauphin. His journal begins by
describing the attack on the Tuileries palace on 10 August 1792, when many
of the Royal household and the Swiss guards were massacred. Clery owed his
life to his plain clothes, which led the mob to assume that he was one of them.
He quickly threw away his palace pass and made his escape through streets
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Fig. 1: li:.ry, .Iollrnal (paris: Chaumerot, 1816), titl e-page and fronti spiece.
British Library press mark: 10658.b.27.

littered with n aked, d ecomposing b oclies, and , talking hi s way out o f being
arres ted , reached hi s ho m e in the coun try.
H e went bac k to P aris to seek news o f th e King, and appli ed to P e tio n th e
m ayo r of P aris t serve th e royal famil y now impri soned in th e T empl e. The
T emple was a fo rtifi ed m o n astery o riginall y built fo r th e T emplars, but used
a fter th e cli ssoluti o n o f th e o rder as a state pri son, th en as a prio ry fo r the
Ho spitalle rs ofS t J o hn o f J eru salem b efo re reverting to a pri son. It was in the
no rth -east o f th e o ld city, now just so uth -wes t o f th e Pl ace de la Republique.
Afte r th e Revoluti o n it b ecam e a place o f pilgrimage fo r RoyaJi sts, but waS
dem o li shed in 18 11 , under Na po leo n, and onl y th e Square du T emple
remru ns.
Clery describes th e sce ne w hen the Qu een was fo rced to see the h ead o f
her friend th e princess de Lamballe o n a pike, 'h er blo nd hai r, still in curls
fl oating aro und the pike', and h er h eart spiked o n a sabre. Th e m o b w anted to
bring the prin cess's bod y into th e T emple, and p ossibly kill th e royal famil y
too, b ut city offi cials tied a tricolo ur ribbo n across th e entrance. A
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'Commissaire' called Daujon harangued the crowd about the rule oflaw, and
told them that justice belonged to all the people of Paris and should be
enforced through the courts, which seems to have deterred them. Afterwards
an official made Clery pay 4S sous for the ribbon.
Clery describes the daily routine. The King rose at six and read until nine.
Clery dressed the hair of all the family, and cleaned the rooms. The King and
Queen gave their children lessons, and at midday the ladies changed from
their morning dresses and walked in the garden if fIne. Cleery encouraged the
Dauphin to run about and play. People who were still sympathetic to the royal
family would try and glimpse them from nearby windows. Dinner was at two,
and the King had a nap at four. Then Clery taught the Dauphin writing, and
played ball games with him. Afterwards the Queen would read history books
to the children. Someone came and shouted out items of news outside the
tower (he does not say who sent him). Their clothes became worn out, and
Madame Elizabeth had to mend the King's clothes while he was in bed. The
wife of the English ambassador sent clothes to the Queen.
On 29 September writing materials were taken away, and the King was
separated from his family and lodged in the large tower. Clery went with him.
The grief of the royal ladies softened the hearts of their captors, and the
family were allowed to dine together and Cleery attended them all.
Cleery's wife brought news, which he tried to whisper to the King while
putting on his shoes so that the guards should not hear. On 26 October Clery
Was arrested and accused by the Revolutionary Tribunal of passing letters to
the King. He was acquitted by the jury as no letters were produced. Then the
Dauphin was removed from the Queen, to her great distress, and housed next
to the King, with Cleery to look after them. Cleery fell ill with rheumatic fever,
as the tower was chilly and airless, but refused to be bled as that would have
meant leaving the family, and perhaps not returning. The royal family
smuggled him medicines.
All sharp items were removed, including embroidery scissors, and the
ladies had to bite their thread. The ante-chamber of the King's room was
Covered with wallpaper depicting the interior of a prison, with a panel listing
the rights of man. Mass was forbidden, so the King read a breviary. He also
read travel and natural history books, Tasso, and Hume's History of England.
The guards even broke open peach stones to see if there were messages
inside. The King revised a translation he had made of a book by Horace
Walpole on Richard Ill, which defended Richard's reputation. This was
published, as an act of piety, by Lerouge, in 1800. He offered the opinion that
Louis, concerned about accusations of tyranny against himself, was
sympathetic to another king who had gained a possibly false bad reputation.
Louis also read about Charles 1.
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When the King was separated from his family, the royal ladies arranged
for Clery to pass messages between them with dirty clothes, or to poke them
into cupboards where their sympathetic guard could fInd them. Madame
Elizabeth pricked out messages with a pin, and when enough string had been
saved from parcels, letters were lowered from the ladies to a window Clery
could get to, for delivery to the King.
The King was very upset at missing his daughter's birthday, and at not
being able to shave (for fear he would cut his throat), and eventually he was
allowed to shave in front of the guards. In December 1792 he was tried, and
fmallyon 17 January 1793 his defending counsel brought news that he was
condemned to death.
Clery could not bring himself to look at the King, and prepared the King's
shaving materials, but when he did eventually catch the King's eye, his knees
buckled, and the King went pale, as if suddenly taking in the reality of his
sentence. He grasped Clery's hands and urged him to be brave. He read an
account of the execution of Charles 1. On the evening of the 20th the family
farewells took an hour and three quarters, in sight but not in hearing of Clery
and the guards.
That night the King said it 'wasn't worth' curling his hair. Clery records
the King's words of gratitude to him, his goodness and courage, and his
request to look after his son. He entrusted to Clery his wedding ring to give
the Queen and his seal for his son. Clery was terrifIed when told he would be
required to help the King undress, on the scaffold, and although he steeled
himself to perform this last service for the King, he is honest enough to admit
his relief when told by the guards the executioner would do this. The King
departed with Santerre, head of the National Guard, and an hour later they all
heard the salvo of guns which announced his execution.
Clery served the royal family for a while, but was persuaded to retire to the
country and in June he was listed as a 'Suspect' for having carried
correspondence between the King and the Girondins. In mid September he
was arrested and imprisoned in La Force prison. His family tried every means
they could to free him, but as the Terror claimed more victims, Clery felt it
would be better not to remind the authorities of his existence. He remained in
prison a year, but at least he survived, and was released only after the fall of
Robespierre, on 10 August 1794.
He was very hard up, and managed to get an offIce job in the City
administration, but the pay was low, and the fall in the value of assigoats
depleted any reserves he may have had, so he had to sell some of his
possessions to support his wife and family.
After the execution of his parents, the child Dauphin, known as Louis
XVII to the Royalists, was kept in filthy, cramped and dark conditions, in the
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very room where his father had been imprisoned, and with unsympathetic
gaolers. He developed a skin disease, swollen joints and tuberculosis of the
bones, and recent DNA tests conclude that he died there. His older sister
Marie-Therese, Madame Royale, stood up better to captivity, and, as the
'orphan of the Temple', won the sympathy of the Paris crowds, who gathered
under her window to sing sad songs. She became an embarrassment to the
Government, who exchanged her in December 1795 for a prisoner of the
Austrians.
Clery obtained a post in Strasbourg, but when Marie-Therese passed
through on her way to Austria, he joined her, accompanying her to the
Austrian court in Vienna. Clery was worried at leaving his own family
destitute, but his brother undertook their support. In Vienna Marie-Therese
Was urged by her Austrian relatives to marry the Archduke Charles, brother of
the Emperor, and a very able general, with the intention of reclaiming the
throne on her behalf, as her brother was dead, and adding France to the
Austrian Empire. Her uncle, now calling himself Louis XVIII, wanted to
boost his family'S claims by marrying her to his nephew, the due
d'Angouleme, son of the comte d'Artois. Clery argued her uncle's case, and
Was able to take a letter to him in Verona in January 1796 to say she accepted
Angouleme.
Louis urged Clery to write his memoirs. Clery returned to Vienna with
money for Marie-Therese to make her less dependent on her relatives, and was
eventually granted a pension by the Austrians, at Marie-Therese's request. Clery
visited Louis XVIII in Blankenburg in the Harz mountains, where he had taken
refuge, having been expelled from Verona. By this time Clery had written his
memoirs, and Louis was much affected by a reading which Clery gave.
Clery was not able to publish his memoirs in any country under Austrian
domination, because Napoleon had defeated the Austrians in northern Italy,
and signed a peace treaty with them at Campo-Formio in October 1797.
Napoleon was of course opposed to the Royalists, not only as a Republican,
but because he had ambitions to seize power. The Austrians did not want to
anger Napoleon, but Clery and his publication were welcomed in England,
still at war with France, and pro-Royalist, although the British government
was not enthusiastic about the characters and conduct of the surviving royal
brothers. Britain had declared war on France, ostensibly as a result of the
execution of the King, though a desire to free the Low Countries from the
French, and a determination to retain supremacy at sea and seize French
colonies were probably more important. But of course, such a hagiography of
the King and stirring up of feeling against the French was welcome to the
government, glad to justify the new income tax which had been imposed to
finance the war. So Clery travelled to London.
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Clery's Journal de ce qui s'est passe ala Tour du Temple, pendant la captivite de
Louis XVL roi de France, was published by subscription in London, by Baylis,
of Greville St, and was sold 'chez l'auteur, no 29 Great Pulteney St, Golden
Square' and at booksellers. The list of subscribers is headed by the King, the
Queen, and their numerous offspring. Sixteen octavo pages follow, from the
Marquess of Abercorn to J. Zoffany, presumably the artist, and including Mrs
Cosway, Mrs Fitzherbert, Lady Elizabeth Foster, the Dukes of Marlborough,
Northumberland, many other peers, and William Pitt. The British library
inherited the copies of three of the subscribers, the King (pressmark
182.d.19), Grenville (G.15299) and Cracherode (672.h.12) . The subscription
list also features in a fourth copy of this edition (010661.g.46). A later edition
from 1798, of which the British library has a copy, has no subscription list,
and gives the author's address as 6, lisle Street, Leicester Square
(1200.h.2(1 )). Baylis published in the same year, 1798, translations of Clery's
Journa/into English, German and Italian. Also in that year the French text was
printed in Quebec by John Neilson.
Some historians queried Clery's authorship, suggesting instead the
ex-bishop of Nancy, Nicolas de La Fare, which seems to indicate a snobbish
incredulity that a valet could publish a book. Jean Eckard, however, who
contributed to the preface to the 1825 edition of the Journal, says that he saW
the original manuscript, with a note from the comte de Provence (Louis
XVIII), and had no doubt it was by Clery.
Clery made a considerable amount of money from the memoirs, and then
delivered a letter from the comte d'Artois, who was exiled in Edinburgh, but
who made visits to London, to Marie-Therese in Vienna, urging her to marry
his son, whose portrait he carried. Artois lived in Holyrood House on the
interesting grounds that, as it had once been an Abbey, he could not be
arrested for debt there. Clery accompanied Marie-Therese to Mitau, in
Courland, where Louis XVIII had been lent a home by the Tsar, to marry her
cousin Angouleme in 1799.
Clery died on 27 May 1809 at Hitzing, near Vienna, worn out with
travelling and grieved at the separation from his children and loss of hope that
the monarchy might be restored. On his gravestone was written 'Ci git le
fideIe Clery'. His wife, nee Duverger, who had also served the royal family,
died in Paris in 1811. He left two daughters and a son, Charles Clery de
Klufeld, a sub-lieutenant in the Gardes-Wallonnes, who was wounded in the
Battle of Zujar (Murcia) on 9 August 1812, taken prisoner, and shot the next
day. After the Restoration, the King gave a title of nobility to the husband of
Clery's youngest daughter Madame Grem de Clery, to honour her father's
memory.
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Fig. 2: Clcry, MCllloires (Londo n: Baylis, 1800), title-page and frontispiece.
British Library press mark: 10662.aa.29.

In 1800 there appeared in London what purport d to be another edition
of h~ry's memoirs also claiming (falsely) to be publi hed by Baylis (BL copy
10662.aa.29) (fig. 2). AJthough much of the text is c pied fr m th e first
edition of the memoirs, they are considerably expanded in order to absolve
the National onvention, th e government of the time, of blame D r th e
execution of th e King. Instead th e bo k claims that the King, by his own
behavio ur and guided by the bad advic f th e Queen and lery, brought his
fate on himself. Th e false Clery claims that he was n t Royali st, but hi s
'S tupidity and presumption ' led to the death of th e King. 1-1 thought the
ermans and Austrians w uJd defeat th e French and res tore the monarch y,
and brought the royal famil y only go d news from outside which made them
ver-optimistic and arrogant, which irritated their guards and their judges.
Th e Queen, 'l'autre chienne' ('th e oth r bitch ' - instead of 1'Alllrichicl1f1C,
'th e Austrian,) wa s scheming to be regent, and wanted to keep control of the
Dauphin and she, and the King's sis ter, are constantly attacked by th e writer.
In fact a footnote deplores the arroga nce and bad attitud es o f women in
general since th e Revoluti n, and their failure to keep to th eir place, which is

r 129 1

-& Morna Daniels oS-

to change attitudes by their gentleness and goodness. This is not the fault of
the 'tricoteuses', the women who knitted round the scaffolds, but of those
from the upper classes, like Olympe de Gouges, who led them astray.
Napoleon strongly believed in the subservience of women, and took away all
the rights women had gained during the Revolution. He made divorce
impossible, except for himself.
The false Clery claims that he did not tell the King that it was forbidden to
wear orders and decorations, and that foreign ones should have been returned
to the Convention, and continued to adorn his master with them, thus giving
the King an appearance of defiance which led to his condemnation. The
King, he says, expected to be deported, and this made him adopt an unwise
attitude at his trial. He, Clery, was too ambitious to follow the King into exile,
but wanted instead to serve the Dauphin, a role which would be more
important. He also 'confesses' that when the King was refused a razor, he said
he should acquiesce, so that he would look more pathetic at his trial, whereas
in fact the King did get permission to be shaved. He makes the King seem less
brave and suggests that he was expecting to be rescued.
The main drive of the false memoirs is to blame the queen, as an Austrian,
for the execution of the King, and to discredit the heroic Clery and tarnish the
saintly image of the royal family. Napoleon seized power in November 1799,
being confirmed as First Consul (with two others) in December. He continued
the war with Austria declared the previous March and defeated the Austrians
at Marengo in June 1800. But England was having great success against the
French at sea, blockading French ports; and Napoleon, wanting to re-establish
trade and prosperity, was working towards a settlement with England,
concluded at the Peace of Amiens on 27 March 1802, after which English
tourists flooded across the Channel. It is within this context that we see the
writer of the new memoirs attacking the Austrians, Britain's allies, but trying to
court British public opinion and excuse the sacrilegious execution of a King.
Clery vehemently denounced these memoirs as a 'production de la plus
raffinee sceleratesse' (a production of the most refined wickedness) in the
periodical Le Spectateur du Nord, February 1801. He rants that he, known for
his faithfulness, would hardly publish such a confession of faults, and he had
the confidence of the wife of the as yet unrestored Louis XVIII, in whose
household he served.
Pierre Ladoue, in his bibliography of panegyrics of Louis XVI, describes
these memoirs as the edition of the Commissaires du Temple (commissioners
of the Temple). They were re-circulated during the Hundred Days, when
Napoleon re-established himself after his escape from Elba, and obviously
wanted to denigrate the Royal family who had been temporarily restored. So
who was Napoleon's tool?
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The British Library catalogue mentions that these false memoirs are
sometime attributed to Fran<,:ois Daujon. This is the name given in the first
'true' memoirs to the guard who persuaded the mob carrying the head of the
princes se de Lamballe to go away, and not to burst in and murder the Queen.
Clery informed the King of Daujon's name, and when the latter returned to
his duties four months later the King thanked him. Fran<,:ois Daujon was a
sculptor, still active in 1809. Goret, a friend, stated in 1816 that he had been
dead several years, and that he disliked Bonaparte as a tyrant, though he did
have a post in the city administration. A manuscript memoir by him of the
Lamballe incident was acquired by Victorien Sardou, and was published by G.
Lenotre. He calls the King Capet, and notes the haughty behaviour of his
sister. He describes the Lamballe episode in gruesome detail, and his own part
in restraining the mob, standing on a chair behind the barrier of a tricolour
ribbon. He also urged the mob to take its horrible trophies to the Tuileries
garden. He was later congratulated by officials from the Assemblee legislative
and by the Mayor, petion.
In the false memoirs this protector is named as Danjou. The Lamballe
episode is narrated in great detail, which suggests an authentic eye-witness
account. The heroic orator is described as a man of nearly 60, and his age and
authority calmed the mob, who were not Parisians but outsiders, and riff-raff
'thrown up by the dubious policies of France's enemies'. He acted out of
respect for the law but did not like the royal family. This could have been
Daujon, ifhe died about 1810, when he would have been about 76, and his
name a mistake. On the other hand it seems rather unlikely that Daujon
would have got his own name wrong in these false memoirs, unless he never
saw the proofs. Also, he was known to be hostile to Napoleon, and
considered by his friend to be a forthright sort of chap.
There was a Danjou who could have written the false memoirs. JeanPierre-Andre Danjou (1760-1832) was a deputy from Oise, who was elected
to the Council of 500, but was pleased with Napoleon's coup, and became a
supporter of his policies. InJuly 1800 he obtained a government post within
the criminal tribunal of Oise, and four years later gained the legion d'honneur.
But he was too young to be 'nearly 60', unless he wished to claim glory for his
father, or another relative.
Napoleon had already become a skilled self-propagandist in the reporting
of his Italian campaigns. As the post of Commissioner of the Temple was
only undertaken for short spells, there were a number of former
commissioners who could have been encouraged to write this account to
justify the treatment of the King and to dispel the saintly glow that Clery had
cast around the royal family.
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